
Bear Valley Academy Kindergarten  

Curriculum Standards and Skills 

 

Our curriculum standards follow the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Kindergarten released by 

the Texas Education Agency. For a full outline visit www.tea.state.tx.us 

 

Language/Writing/Reading- building fine motor skills and understanding of oral and written 

communication through writing, sensory, pre-reading and reading activities 

 recognize that spoken words can be represented by print for communication 

 identify upper and lower-case letters 

 demonstrate one-to-one correspondence between spoken word and printed word in text 

 recognize the difference between a letter and printed word 

 recognize that sentences are comprised of words separated by spaces and demonstrate the 

awareness of word boundaries (e.g., through kinesthetic or tactile actions such as clapping and 

jumping) 

 hold a book right side up, turn its pages correctly, and know that reading moves from top to 

bottom and left to right 

 identify different parts of a book (e.g., front and back covers, title page) 

 identify syllables in spoken words 

 distinguish orally presented rhyming pairs of words from non-rhyming pairs and create rhyming 

words 

 recognize spoken alliteration or groups of words that begin with the same spoken onset or initial 

sound (e.g., "baby boy bounces the ball") 

 blend spoken onsets and rimes to form simple words (e.g., onset/c/ and rime/at/ make cat) 

 blend spoken phonemes to form one-syllable words (e.g.,/m/ …/a/ …/n/ says man) 

 isolate the initial sound in one-syllable spoken words 

 segment spoken one-syllable words into two to three phonemes (e.g., dog:/d/ …/o/ …/g/) 

 identify the common sounds that letters represent 

 use knowledge of letter-sound relationships to decode regular words in text and independent of 

content (e.g., VC, CVC, CCVC, and CVCC words) 

 recognize that new words are created when letters are changed, added, or deleted 

 identify and read at least 25 high-frequency words from a commonly used list 

 predict what might happen next in text based on the cover, title, and illustrations  

 ask and respond to questions about texts read aloud 

  identify and use words that name actions, directions, positions, sequences, and locations  

 recognize that compound words are made up of shorter words  

 identify and sort pictures of objects into conceptual categories (e.g., colors, shapes, textures)  

 use a picture dictionary to find words 

 identify elements of a story including setting, character, and key events 

 discuss the big idea (theme) of a well-known folktale or fable and connect it to personal 

experience 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/


 recognize recurring phrases and characters in traditional fairy tales, lullabies, and folktales from 

various cultures 

  retell a main event from a story read aloud 

 describe characters in a story and the reasons for their actions 

 use titles and illustrations to make predictions about text.    

 generate ideas for writing through class discussion  

 develop drafts by sequencing the action or details in the story 

 revise drafts by adding details or sentences 

 edit drafts by leaving spaces between letters and words 

 dictate or write sentences to tell a story and put the sentences in chronological sequence 

 write short poems.  

 use complete simple sentences.  

 form upper- and lower-case letters legibly using the basic conventions of print (left-to-right and 

top-to-bottom progression);  

 capitalize the first letter in a sentence 

 use punctuation at the end of a sentence 

  use phonological knowledge to match sounds to letters 

 use letter-sound correspondences to spell consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words (e.g., "cut") 

 write one's own name.  

  listen attentively by facing speakers and asking questions to clarify information 

 follow oral directions that involve a short related sequence of actions.  

 make inferences based on book cover, title, illustrations, and plot 

 retell or act out important events in stories 

Math- building problem solving and logical thinking skills through hands-on adding, subtracting and 

number recognition activities 

 use one-to-one correspondence and language such as more than, same number as, or two less 

than to describe relative sizes of sets of concrete objects 

 use sets of concrete objects to represent quantities given in verbal or written form (through 20)  

 use numbers to describe how many objects are in a set (through 20) using verbal and symbolic 

descriptions 

  use language such as before or after to describe relative position in a sequence of events or 

objects 

 name the ordinal positions in a sequence such as first, second, third, etc.    

 share a whole by separating it into two equal parts 

  use patterns to predict what comes next, including cause-and-effect relationships 

 count by ones to 100.  

  describe one object in relation to another using informal language such as over, under, above, 

and below 

  compare two objects based on their attributes 

 sort a variety of objects including two- and three-dimensional geometric figures according to 

their attributes and describe how the objects are sorted 

 describe, identify, and compare circles, triangles, rectangles, and squares  



 compare and order two or three concrete objects according to length (longer/shorter than, or 

the same) 

 compare areas, capacity, weight/mass, temperature and time 

  sequence events (up to three) 

 read a calendar using days, weeks, and months  

 construct graphs using real objects or pictures in order to answer questions  

 identify mathematics in everyday situations 

 solve problems with guidance that incorporates the processes of understanding the problem 

 making a plan, carrying out the plan, and evaluating the solution for reasonableness 

 select or develop an appropriate problem-solving strategy including drawing a picture, looking 

for a pattern, systematic guessing and checking, or acting it out in order to solve a problem 

 use tools such as real objects, manipulatives, and technology to solve problems 

Science- creating opportunities to learn with hands-on experiments through hypothesis and 

observations  

 ask questions about organisms, objects, and events observed in the natural world  

 plan and conduct simple descriptive investigations such as ways objects move 

 collect data and make observations using simple equipment such as hand lenses, primary 

balances, and non-standard measurement tools 

 record and organize data and observations using pictures, numbers, and words 

 communicate observations with others about simple descriptive investigations 

  identify and explain a problem such as the impact of littering on the playground and propose a 

solution in his/her own words  

 make predictions based on observable patterns in nature such as the shapes of leaves 

 explore that scientists investigate different things in the natural world and use tools to help in 

their investigations  

  collect information using tools 

 use senses as a tool of observation to identify properties and patterns of organisms, objects, and 

events in the environment 

 observe and record properties of objects, including relative size and mass, such as bigger or 

smaller and heavier or lighter, shape, color, and texture 

 observe, record, and discuss how materials can be changed by heating or cooling 

  use the five senses to explore different forms of energy such as light, heat, and sound;  

 explore interactions between magnets and various materials 

 observe and describe the location of an object in relation to another such as above, below, 

behind, in front of, and beside 

 observe and describe the ways that objects can move such as in a straight line, zigzag, up and 

down, back and forth, round and round, and fast and slow 

  observe and describe weather changes from day to day and over seasons 

  identify events that have repeating patterns, including seasons of the year and day and night 

 observe, describe, and illustrate objects in the sky such as the clouds, Moon, and stars, including 

the Sun 

  differentiate between living and nonliving things based upon whether they have basic needs 

and produce offspring 



 examine evidence that living organisms have basic needs such as food, water, and shelter for 

animals and air, water, nutrients, sunlight, and space for plants 

  sort plants and animals into groups based on physical characteristics such as color, size, body 

covering, or leaf shape 

 identify parts of plants such as roots, stem, and leaves and parts of animals such as head, eyes, 

and limbs 

 identify ways that young plants resemble the parent plant 

 observe changes that are part of a simple life cycle of a plant: seed, seedling, plant, flower, and 

fruit 

Social Studies- building understanding of our community and customs as well as those around the 

world 

 explain reasons and identify customs of national patriotic holidays such as Independence Day 

 identify contributions of patriots and good citizens who have shaped the community 

 locate places on the school campus and describe their relative location 

 identify tools that determine location, including maps and globes 

 identify physical characteristics of a place, such as landforms, bodies of water, natural resources 

and weather 

 identify basic human needs of food, clothing and shelter 

 explain the difference between needs and wants 

 identify jobs in the home, school and community and the importance of jobs 

 identify purposes for rules 

 identify authority figures in home, school and community  

 identify the flags of the United States and Texas and recite their pledges 

 use voting method for group decision making 

 identify similarities and differences among people such as kinship, laws, and religion 

  describe and explain the importance of family customs and traditions 

 describe how technology helps accomplish specific tasks and meet people's needs 

 describe how his or her life might be different without modern technology 

Health & P.E.- encouraging development of large and small muscle coordination and understanding or 

our bodies and health 

 identify types of foods that help the body grow such as healthy breakfast foods and snacks 

 identify types of exercise and active play that are good for the body 

 plan a healthy meal and/or snack 

 name the five senses 

 name major body parts and their functions 

 name people who can provide helpful health information such as parents, doctors, teachers, 

and nurses 

 explain practices used to control the spread of germs such as washing hands 

 travel in different ways in a large group without bumping into others or falling;  

 demonstrate clear contrasts between slow and fast movement when traveling 

 demonstrate non-locomotor (axial) movements such as bend and stretch  

 maintain balance while bearing weight on a variety of body parts 



 walk forward and sideways the length of a beam without falling 

 toss a ball and catch it before it bounces twice 

  identify selected body parts such as head, back, chest, waist, hips, arms, elbows, wrists, hands, 

fingers, legs, knees, ankles, feet, and toes 

 demonstrate movement forms of various body parts such as head flexion, extension, and 

rotation 

  describe and select physical activities that provide opportunities for enjoyment and challenge 

 lift and support his/her own weight in selected activities that develop muscular strength and 

endurance of the arms, shoulders, abdomen, back, and legs such as hanging, hopping, and 

jumping 

 describe the benefits from involvement in daily physical activity such as feel better and sleep 

better 

  observe and describe the immediate effect of physical activity on the heart and breathing rate 

and perspiration 

 locate the lungs and explain their purpose 

 state that rest and sleep are important in caring for the body 

 work in a group setting in cooperation with others 

Art- building appreciation through process art projects using multiple types of media, learning about 

other artist’s work and building fine motor/writing skills 

 glean information from the environment, using the five senses 

 identify colors, textures, forms, and subjects in the environment 

 create artworks, using a variety of colors, forms, and lines 

 arrange forms intuitively to create artworks 

 develop manipulative skills when drawing, painting, printmaking, and constructing artworks, 

using a variety of materials 

 identify simple subjects expressed in artworks 

 share ideas about personal artworks and the work of others  

 relate art to everyday life  

 express ideas about original artworks, portfolios and exhibitions by peers and artists 

Music- encouraging appreciation though exploring music, instruments and composers 

 identify the difference between the singing and speaking voice 

 identify the timbre of adult voices and instruments  

 sing or play classroom instruments independently or in a group 

 sing songs from diverse cultures and styles or play such songs on musical instruments 

  sing songs and play musical games from different cultures 

 identify simple relationships between music and other subjects 

 identify steady beat in musical performances 

 identify higher/lower, louder/softer, faster/slower, and same/different in musical performances 

Dramatic Play- building upon the ability to understand their emotions as well as others and 

encouraging understanding of the surrounding world   

 develop self-awareness through dramatic play  



 explore space, using expressive movement 

 imitate sounds  

 imitate and recreate objects in dramatic play 

  demonstrate safe use of movement and voice 

 assume roles through imitation and recreation 

 identify the characteristics of dramatic play 

 create playing space and costumes using simple materials 

 plan  and cooperate with others during dramatic play 

 play and replay real and imaginative situations of various cultures 

  begin to identify appropriate audience behavior 

  demonstrate awareness of the use of music, creative movement, and visual components in 

dramatic play 

 observe the performance of artists and identify theatrical vocations 

Technology- giving opportunities to explore the world and learn with the use of current technology 

 perform basic software application functions, including opening an application and creating, 

modifying, printing and saving files 

 use proper keyboarding techniques 


